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I
t was a decade which saw the 
stock markets get the jitters, 
banks crash and interest 
rates at their lowest level for 

years.
In 2008 Americans were 

celebrating the election of  their 
first black president, while on this 
side of  the pond we were cheering 
on John Sergeant in Strictly Come 
Dancing. By 2018 the world was 
holding its breath as President 
Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un 
traded insults and, here, KFC ran 
out of  chicken.

But despite all the weird and 
wonderful stories that broke this 
decade, one thing that remained 
constant was the relentless 
expansion of  Addenbrooke’s and 
the Rosie hospitals in Cambridge.

The decade began with the 
opening in April 2008 of  a second 
multi-storey car park. It created 
an additional 770 spaces.

The next month Dame Edna 
Everage arrived from Down 
Under for the Addenbrooke’s open 
day. Wearing a pink feathered 
frock and outrageous purple 
glasses, she brightened the day for 
patients, visitors and staff.

Many stop to admire the 
constantly changing sculpture 
that hangs from the ceiling of  
Addenbrooke’s Treatment Centre 
(ATC). It was created by the 
award-winning sculptor Ivan 
Black and unveiled in June that 
year by Dr Mary Archer (later 
Dame Archer). Called Asklepian, 
it was inspired by the ancient 
symbol of  medicine, the Staff  of  
Asclepius.

In July 2008 the Daily Mail’s 
journalist for women’s issues, 
Allison Pearson, opened the 
Cambridge Breast Cancer 
Research Unit. The same year 
witnessed the opening of  the 
Institute of  Metabolic Science by 
the hospital trust, the University 
of  Cambridge, the Medical 
Research Council and Wellcome. 
It is dedicated to research, 
education, prevention and clinical 
care in the areas of  obesity, 
diabetes and related diseases.

Addenbrooke’s celebrated the 
arrival of  a new lung Function 
Unit and by December cut the 
ribbon on the Positron Emission 
Tomography and Computerised 
Tomography Department. Called 
PET-CT for short, it is a scanning 
method that allows clinicians to 
identify organs or tissues that are 
not working normally. It was 
opened by the then Regius 
Professor of  Physic, Patrick 
Sissons, who died in 2016.

The Cambridge Eye Unit 
opened in March 2009 and by 
August the Core Biochemical 
Assay Laboratory was opened by 
Maggie Hales, widow of  Prof  Nick 
Hales, former head of  clinical 
biochemistry.

In September 2009 the Teenage 
Cancer Trust opened its Oasis 
drop-in centre. Two months later 
academic and former master of  
Peterhouse, Prof  Adrian K Dixon, 
unveiled the new ‘Definition 
Flash CT System’. It could scan 
the tiniest anatomical detail with 
less radiation. 

In 2010 motorists welcomed the 
opening of  Addenbrooke’s Road 
while Francis Crick Avenue was 
named after the great scientist 

In the run up to the 70th anniversary of 
the NHS in July, our series takes us back 
to 2008-18 to see how the city’s hospitals 
have expanded and who were the VIPs.

The flags were out in May 2013 
when the Queen opened an 
extension to the Rosie, which 
included the Birth Centre and 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and 
was built with the help of  £3.5m 
raised by Addenbrooke’s 
Charitable Trust.

October 2014 saw the start of  the 
trust’s eHospital programme 
which enables clinicians to use 
computer technology to provide 
high quality patient care. It 
included the electronic patient 
record system, called Epic.

In early December 2015 the 
Dialysis Unit moved from 
Addenbrooke’s to its new premises 
off  Newmarket Road, which can 
accommodate more patients.

On October 13, 2016 it was 250 
years since the first 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital in 
Trumpington Street opened, 
thanks to Dr John Addenbrooke 
who left £4,500 “to hire and fit up, 
purchase or erect a small, physical 
hospital in the town of  Cambridge 
for poor people”. To mark the 
anniversary the trust created a 
permanent exhibition of  artefacts 
and material from the archives.  
The ‘museum’ is on the corridor 
leading from the concourse to the 
Rosie and is open to visitors.

In August 2017 Addenbrooke’s 
opened a state-of-the-art medical 
suite named after a much-missed 
colleague who died while on a trip 
of  a lifetime to celebrate her 50th 
birthday. The Kath Walker 
Radiosurgery Suite was opened by 
Kath’s daughter, Rebecca Walker.

Rebecca, known to her friends 
as Bex, said: “If  she were here 
today she would be absolutely 
thrilled to see all the advanced 
equipment and proud that 
Addenbrooke’s retains its position 
as a world leader in the treatment 
of  life-threatening cancers.”

In October the media were 
invited to the official opening of  a 
new £1.5m Haematology Day Unit, 
which doubled the number of  
patients it can treat.

In April this year Prime 
Minister Theresa May viewed 
facilities including a £1.9m 
Radixact radiotherapy delivery 
machine to help those suffering 
from breast, prostate, colorectal, 
and head and neck cancers. It 
came on stream this month and 
was bought with money from the 
NHS Radiotherapy Modernisation 
Fund. A second machine, funded 
by the trust, is expected to treat 
patients from 2019.

May 2, 2018 marked the 50th 
anniversary of  the first successful 
liver transplant in Europe and 
among those celebrating at 
Addenbrooke’s was the transplant 
pioneer himself, Prof  Sir Roy 
Calne. We also learned how Prof  
Chris Watson and his colleagues 
have developed a machine which 
enables donors’ livers to last 
longer and be tested before 
transplant. Today a £250,000 appeal 
is ongoing to fund consumables for 
the machine.

NHS England’s national medical 
director, Prof  Stephen Powis, said: 
“This marks another milestone in 
the 70th anniversary year of  the 
NHS and the incredible work at 
Addenbrooke’s on transplantation 
represents the very best of  the 
NHS from its past and future.”

On the road 
to expansion

who in 1953 helped identify the 
structure of  DNA.

The same year the 
Histopathology Department got a 
new wing, the Child Development 
Unit was renovated, the 
Cambridge Transplant Unit was 
opened, and the Oncology Centre 
got a second tomotherapy 
machine.

The BBC began documenting 
the work of  the Neurosciences 
Critical Care Unit. The 
programme, Between Life and 
Death, won a BAFTA in 2011.

Development continued in 2011 
with the opening of  Cambridge 
Pancreatic Centre, Occupational 

Health (now called Cambridge 
Health at Work) and a dedicated 
garden for the D2 children’s ward.

British presenter and a former 
Welsh international gymnast, 
Gabby Logan, opened the 
Cambridge IVF clinic in 
Trumpington, while the Deakin 
Centre for learning was unveiled 
by Daphne Deakin, wife of  former 
trust chairman, Tony.

The Rosie got a new main 
entrance, Addenbrooke’s got a new 
Trauma Centre and a new road 
was named after stalwart executive 
director Richard Howe, who 
headed complex building projects 
and other services. 

Above, the Queen opens the 
extension to the Rosie

Left, Dame Edna Everage 
adds a bright touch to the 
Addenbrooke’s open day in 
2008, accompanied by  
Dr Mary Archer

Below, Addenbrooke’s Road 
is opened
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