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The birth of the biomedical vision
Our series making the 70th annivesary of the NHS moves to 1998-2007, which saw the birth 
of plans for the Cambridge Biomedical Campus, a scheme that changed the pace of research 
and innovation, and the continued expansion of Addenbrooke’s and Rosie hospitals.

1
999 was the year when Prince 
Edward married long-time 
girlfriend Sophie Rhys-Jones.

It was also the year a big 
commitment of  another kind was 
made – to build the Cambridge 
Biomedical Campus, of  which 
Addenbrooke’s and the Rosie 
hospitals are proud to be parts  
of  today.

The blueprint was outlined in a 
development document called 2020 
Vision, and today the campus is 
home to the University’s Clinical 
School, Cancer Research UK, the 
Medical Research Laboratory, the 
Wellcome Trust and the Laboratory 
of  Molecular Biology. The Royal 
Papworth Hospital, AstraZeneca 
and others are on the brink of  
opening.  

Our picture shows a copy of  the 
2020 booklet and an aerial 
photograph shows, outlined in red, 
the huge tranche of  land 
ear-marked for the development.

The hive of  activity on the 
campus was mirrored by the hustle 
and bustle within the trust, where a 
procession of  dignitaries, 
celebrities and experts helped open 
a succession of  advanced new 
facilities.

By 2000 the hospital had a new 
trauma and orthopaedic unit, a 
paediatrics clinic opened by Blue 
Peter presenter Stuart Mills, a bone 
marrow transplant unit and stem 
cell laboratory, and a new 
admission unit for psychiatric 
services for the elderly, called the 
James Ward.

The leading medical researcher, 
clinician and administrator, Lord 
Butterfield, opened the Eleanor 
Cripps Diabetes and Endocrine 
Centre while the Duke of  
Edinburgh opened Addenbrooke’s 
Centre for Clinical Investigation, 
and the Duchess of  Gloucester 
unveiled a children’s unit.

A new centre for patients with 
severe hearing problems was made 
possible thanks to Emmeline Waley-
Cohen who died leaving £1million 
with the express wish it should be 
spent on such a facility.

The Emmeline Centre was 
opened in March 2000 by pioneering 
cochlear implant surgeon John 
Ballantyne CBE, assisted Annabelle 
Littleboy who 10 years earlier was 
the first child to receive an implant. 

Charitable donations totalling 
£756,000 led to the opening on 
October 10 that year of  the 

Cambridge Breast Unit by barrister 
and lecturer, Cherie Booth, the wife 
of  former Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair. Today the unit sees 5,700 new 
patients a year with breast 
problems – 450 are diagnosed with 
cancer. 

The same month TV chef  Jamie 
Oliver opened the newly 
refurbished Lewin Stroke and 
Rehabilitation Unit, and in March 
2001 Italian jockey, Frankie Dettori, 
opened the £2.2m modernised 
entrance, concourse, and food 
market.

The Duke of  Kent opened the 
extended Neurosciences Critical 
Care Unit (NCCU) and modernised 
Accident and Emergency service. 

The NCCU serves 2.5million 
people in East Anglia and takes 
patients with complex problems 
from all over the UK. The £2.1m 
expansion provides 21 critical care 
beds for head injury, brain 
haemorrhaging, stroke or serious 
neurological conditions.

The year 2002 began with the 
opening of  theatre 12 and in April, 
actor, director, musician and 

television presenter, Martin Kemp, 
unveiled the new Linear 
Accelerator suite. Linear 
accelerators sound like something 
from Back to the Future, but in fact 
are state-of-the-art machines which 
deliver highly accurate 
radiotherapy.

In January 2004 the legendry TV 
actor, Sir Donald Sinden, reopened 
the ear, nose and throat and 
audiology facilities at Clinic 10, 
while Irish singer, musician and 
philanthropist, Ronan Keating, 
opened West Anglia Pathology 
Service Cytology Laboratory.

The same year Addenbrooke’s 
became Cambridge University 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. 
The significance is that NHS 
foundation trusts are not-for-profit, 
public benefit corporations.

In 2005 The Rosie celebrated a 
new birth unit and the new Special 
Care Baby Unit (SCBU). In June 
that year Dr Mary Archer opened a 
new nursery and an acute stroke 
bay opened in the name of  Herbert 
Robinson, father of  the 
philanthropist Sir David Robinson.

Professor Sir George Alberti, 
knighted for his services to diabetic 
medicine, opened the Emergency 
Assessment Unit in 2006 and the 
same year the hospital celebrated 
its 100th kidney transplant.

In 2006 the new endoscopy suite 
was opened by physician, 
gastroenterologist, and 
pharmaceutical executive, Tachi 
Yamada, and the flags were out a 
year later when the Queen opened 
Cancer Research UK at Cambridge 
Research Institute.

In November 2007 the Countess 
of  St Andrews opened the new 
Addenbrooke’s Treatment Centre, 
which was started a few years 
earlier as a joint venture between 
the hospital university and the 
Medical Research Council. 

The six-floor centre includes  
sterile services; diabetes and 
endocrinology clinics; phlebotomy; 
main theatres and day surgery unit; 
Medical Research Council (MRC); 
radiology; genetics outpatient 
clinic; endoscopy; ear, nose and 
throat (ENT); plastics and gynae; 
breast and urology; academic 

genetics; clinical genetics and NHS 
laboratories.

The decade saw more changes 
with nurse training. Between 2000 
and 2001 the management team and 
the teaching and non-teaching staff  
from Cambridge Education Centre, 
based at Addenbrooke’s, moved to 
Victoria House, Fulbourn.

In 2005 the ownership of  
Homerton College School of  Health 
Studies (HSHS) transferred to the 
Anglia Ruskin University Group 
and the university is the awarding 
body for most of  the school’s 
academic awards. The school has a 
close working relationship with the 
University of  Cambridge Clinical 
School as it provides the University 
of  Cambridge’s Master of  Studies 
degrees in Primary and 
Community Care, Clinical 
Effectiveness and Public Health. 

Other notable events of  the 
decade include Barack Obama 
becoming the first black president 
of  the United States, the 9/11 attack 
on the twin towers in New York as 
well as swine flu spreading across 
the country and beyond.

Right, the Duke of Kent opens the 
neurosciences critical care unit 

(NCCU) and refurbished A&E at 
Addenbrooke’s on March 6, 2001

Above, John 
Ballantyne, Annabelle 
Littleboy and surgeon 
Roger Gray at 
Addenbrooke’s.
Far left and left, an 
aerial view from 
the 2020 Vision 
for Addenbrooke’s, 
produced in 1999
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Left, the opening of the 
emergency assessment unit at 
Addenbrooke’s by Prof George 
Alberti on June 29, 2006


