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From a new 
Clinical School 
to the birth of  
Rosie Hospital
In our fourth instalment marking the NHS’s 
70th anniversary, we look back at 1978 to 1987.

O
n July 5 the NHS 
celebrates its 70th 
birthday. To mark the 
occasion we are spending 

seven weeks looking at each 
progressive decade to examine how 
Cambridge University Hospitals – 
incorporating Addenbrooke’s and 
The Rosie Hospitals – developed 
into the world-famous organisation 
it is today. This week, the fourth in 
our series, examines 1978 to 1987, 
which witnessed everything from 
the closure of  the old 
Addenbrooke’s site to the opening 
of  the Rosie Maternity Hospital on 
the new one. 

The 1980s is probably best 
remembered for the Falklands War, 
but in Cambridge a battle of  a 
different sort was being waged – to 
improve healthcare. 

And – as you can see from the 
rather grainy pictures – it certainly 
had the royal seal of  approval.

On November 21, 1980, the Duke of  

Edinburgh officially opened the new 
Clinical School building adjacent to 
the new Addenbrooke’s Hospital – 
giving students the opportunity to 
study in one of  the most exciting 
medical centres in the UK.

Then, in July 1981, Prince Charles 
arrived to open a new £1million 
scanning unit. Money for a 
computerised tomography (CT) 
scanner was raised by local 
residents and the appeal was so 
successful there was enough left to 
cover five years’ running costs.

CT scans produce images of  
structures inside the body, 
including internal organs, blood 
vessels and bones, and can be used 
to diagnose conditions like bone 
and internal organ damage, 
problems with blood flow, strokes 
and cancer.

Fundraising was such a success, 
the committee was able to fund 
most of  the new magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) and 

spectroscopy unit, which was 
opened by the Duchess of  Kent the 
following year.

Strong magnetic fields and radio 
waves produce detailed images and 
can be used to examine almost any 
part of  the body, including the 
brain and spinal cord, bones and 
joints, breasts, heart and blood 
vessels and internal organs such as 
the liver, womb or prostate gland. 

October 1983 saw more 
significant progress when The 
Rosie maternity hospital was 

opened six years earlier than 
planned with the help of  the great 
entrepreneur and philanthropist, 
Sir David Robinson. It was named 
after his mother. Maternity 
services moved from the old Mill 
Road Maternity Hospital, which 
was a former workhouse.

October the following year saw 
the last remaining patients at old 
Addenbrooke’s in Trumpington 
Street – founded with a £4,500 
legacy from Dr John Addenbrooke 
in 1719 – transferred to the new site. 

The building stood empty and 
unloved for eight years until it 
was sold to the university, which 
later used it for the Judge 
Institute of  Management Studies, 
now known as the Cambridge 
Judge Business School. 

We also have pictures in our 
archives showing the ornate façade, 
which many feared may be 
demolished, cots being dismantled 
and the gatehouse gradually 
succumbing to a blanket of  
unkempt ivy.

The giant ward fires, with their 
multiple chimneys, must have been a 
tempting sight for scrap collectors!

During this decade 
Cambridgeshire had two schools 

of  nursing – the Cambridge and 
Huntingdon School of  Nursing 
and the Peterborough and 
Stamford School of  Nursing. It 
also had two schools of  midwifery 
– the Cambridge and Huntingdon 
School of  Midwifery and the 
Peterborough and West Norfolk 
School of  Midwifery.  

However, in 1989 the four schools 
were amalgamated to form the 
Cambridgeshire College of  Health 
Studies… with things set to change 
again in the coming years.

Other big events of  the decade 
included the wedding of  Princess 
Diana and Prince Charles on July 
29, 1981, the formation of  Cambridge 
Health Authority in 1982, Live Aid 
on July 13, 1985, and the Berlin Wall 
falling on November 9, 1989.

YEARS 
OF THE NHS

The Rosie Hospital under 
construction in the 1970s  
 Pictures: Cambridge 

University Hospitals

The Rosie in 1984

The Duke of Edinburgh 
opens the new Clinical 
School building in 1980

The MRI unit being 
opened by the Duchess 
of Kent in 1982


