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T
he Mk I Ford Escort looked 
like cutting-edge technology 
when it replaced the Ford 
Anglia in January 1968 – but 

it was Addenbrooke’s Hospital in 
Cambridge which caused that year’s 
biggest news sensation.

On May 2, Professor Sir Roy Calne, 
performed Europe’s first successful 
liver transplant, further cementing 
the hospital’s reputation as a world 
leader at pioneering new techniques.

At that time most beds and 
services were still based at 
Addenbrooke’s old Trumpington 
Street site, despite the opening of  
stage one in Hills Road by the Queen 
in 1962.

Stage two, the biggest hospital 
contract in the UK at the time, was 
completed in 1972 at a cost of  
£12million – more than 10 times the 
cost of  stage one – reflecting the fact 
that it was 10 times bigger, with a 
vastly greater infrastructure. The 
iconic 70 metre chimney was 
completed in 1970, with one 
continuous pour of  concrete lasting 
two weeks.

Among the procession of  guests 
and dignitaries to inspect the 
progress was the Bishop of  Ely who 
led a dedication service to the  
Chapel of  the Holy Spirit in 
November that year.

January 1973 saw the opening of  C 
and D ward block and our picture 
captures an enthusiastic band of  
doctors, nurses and volunteers 
moving in the first of  93 patients. 
The same month all radiotherapy 
patients at Trumpington Street and 
Douglas House were transferred to 
ward D4.  

The stage two buildings were 
officially opened with a tree planting 
on July 21, 1973, by Roger Parker, one 
time chair of  the board of  governors 
and Lord Lieutenant of  the county.

Addenbrooke’s News reported: 
“Over 160 people attended, 
representing the city, county and 
university, the Department of  
Health, the Regional Board, the 

voluntary workers and 
representative staff  from all 
departments and grades. All were 
seated beneath the Accident Centre 
canopy – just in case it rained.

“Mr Parker paid tribute to all who 
had played a part in the planning, 
building and commissioning of  the 
new hospital. He wished everyone 
success in making it one of  the finest 
hospitals in the country.  He was 
then invited to ‘plant’ the trees and 

did so with much more expertise and 
enthusiasm than the organisers 
expected!” 

A picture taken at the same event 
shows  chair of  the board of  
governors Lord Todd addressing 
guests with (from left) Mrs RH 
Parker, Mr RH Parker, Architect SET 
Cusdin, the Bishop of  Ely, and 
hospital chaplain the Rev N Smith.

Memories of  new Addenbrooke’s 
are captured in Gill Winser’s booklet 
Addenbrooke’s Anecdotes, with 
contributor Hilary Jenkins 
commenting: “As a sister of  one of  
the first wards at the new site, we 
were constantly chasing our tails to 
give the best care we could in the 
concrete jungle, as it was then.”

Thea Cockcroft recalled: “I 
returned to Addenbrooke’s in 
January 1974. The hospital had 
expanded hugely by then and the 
unmistakable landmark of  the 
chimney had appeared.

“Much planning went into the 
moving of  patients to the new wards 
and eventually the day came when 
the orthopaedic wards were moved 
to the sixth floor of  the new block 
and became C&D6 – no names now. It 
was a case of  all hands on deck and 
everyone and everything was safely 
transferred.”

Although talks on 
computers started in the 
1960s, it wasn’t until March 
18, 1974 that a new £500,000 
computer unit was 
developed to assist with 
patient records, follow-up 
procedures, bed 
occupancy, length of  
stay, waiting lists, 
analysis, and more.

Addenbrooke’s 
News reported: 
“The computer 
unit is equipped 

with a Xerox Data Systems Sigma 6 
computer which in lay terms can 
handle 80,000 ‘words’ at a time, and 
remember 147 million ‘words’, and 
can perform 769.230 sums a second!”

Reorganisation of  the NHS came 
the same year and marked the end of  
board of  governors of  United 
Cambridge Hospitals and the birth 
of  Cambridgeshire Area Health 
Authority.

On January 10, 1975, 
Addenbrooke’s first open-heart 
operation was undertaken by 
surgeon Terrence English, assisted 
by Professor Calne and Paul 
McMaster. Mr English – later Sir 
Terrence – performed Britain’s first 
successful heart transplant in 

January 1979 at Papworth.  
December 1975 saw the opening 

of  the Department of  Nuclear 
Medicine by Sir Brian Windeyer 
and 1976 was marked by the 

inauguration of  the 
Clinical School, and a 

visit by Princess 
Margaret, Countess 

of  Snowdon, to the 
Chapel of  the Holy 

Spirit.
The decade saw 

the launch of  the 

Central Sterile Supply Department, 
and a treat for staff  in the shape of  
the Frank Lee Centre with a bar, 
swimming pool and squash courts. 
It was named after Sir Frank Lee, 
who suggested a development trust 
be set up. It raised £170,000 in 18 
months – enough to enable the first 
part of  the centre to be built.

Other memorable events in the 
1970s included the Watergate 
scandal, the end of  the Vietnam 
War, decimalisation (UK), the 
Munich Olympics, the first PCs 
(Apple), and the death of  Elvis 
Presley.  Margaret Thatcher became 
the UK’s first female Prime 
Minister and the Queen celebrated 
her Silver Jubilee.

A decade of growth and 
pioneering healthcare

In our third instalment marking the 70th anniversary of the NHS, 
we examine 1968 to 1977 in Cambridge, which witnessed the 
construction of Addenbrooke’s iconic chimney as part of phase 
two of building the hospital, and Europe’s first liver transplant. 
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1 An aerial 
view of new 
Addenbrooke’s 
around 1970

2 The view 
from Hills 
Road around 
the 1970s

3 A tree 
planting on 
July 21, 1973, 
to mark the 
opening of 
stage two of 
the hospital

4 Also at the 
stage two 
opening, chair 
of the board 
of governors 
Lord Todd 
addressing 
guests 

5 The first 
patients being 
moved to the 
new wards 

6 Professor 
Sir Roy 
Calne, who 
performed 
Europe’s 
first liver 
transplant 
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