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Douglas House, home of the new renal unit and Prof Sir Roy Calne, who 
performed the first liver transplant in 1968

Building new 
hospital for 
the price of a 
modern home 
On July 5 the NHS celebrates its 70th 
birthday. To mark the occasion we are 
spending seven weeks looking at each decade 
to examine how Cambridge University 
Hospitals – incorporating Addenbrooke’s  
and The Rosie Hospitals – developed into  
the world-famous organisation it is today.  
This week we explore 1958 to 1967.

F
or £660,000 you could today 
buy a reasonably smart family 
home in Cambridge. However, 
in 1959, it was enough to build 

a hospital.
The tender to build stage one of  

new Addenbrooke’s was won by 
Kerridge of  Cambridge and work 
began in July 1959 having been 
approved by the Minister of  Health. 

The site was off  Hills Road, just 
over two miles away from the old 
hospital in Trumpington Street, and 
the first unit to go live with six 
patients on October 3, 1961 was 
neurological surgery and neurology. 
Our picture shows the proud  
medical staff.

Later that month the two-storey 
outpatients’ department opened and 
was gradually followed by a theatre, 
physiotherapy department, pharmacy, 
temporary biochemistry and 
haematology laboratories, dental 
surgery, ECG and medical 
photography departments, and offices 
for the dieticians and almoners, who 
were hospital social workers 
responsible for the welfare of  
patients.

Single-storey buildings, linked to 

outpatients, were built for the 
accident service – which replaced the 
casualty department at old 
Addenbrooke’s. An X-ray department 
was built followed by a five-storey, 
four-ward block, with 94 beds for 
neurosurgical, neurological, 
orthopaedic and dental patients.  

Staff  accommodation was 
constructed together with a kitchen, 
temporary dining room and a boiler 
house. The Medical Research 
Council’s Laboratory of  Molecular 
Biology took shape and the University 
of  Cambridge introduced 
Radiotherapeutics. 

During this phase the local 
authority ambulance station and the 
regional Blood Transfusion Service 
were relocated near the Long Road 
entrance and a two-mile belt of  3,000 
trees and shrubs was planted along 
the perimeter.

As you can see from our picture, 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was 
given a warm welcome when she 
officially opened the new 
Addenbrooke’s hospital on May 28, 
1962. She was accompanied by the 
then Health Minister Enoch Powell, 
who is still remembered for his 

infamous 1968 “rivers of  blood” 
speech.

But according to a 2010 Daily 
Telegraph article: “It may come as a 
surprise to those unfamiliar with 
Powell’s career that during his 1960-63 
stint as Health Minister in the 
Macmillan government he 
encouraged immigration from the 
Asian subcontinent. In 1963 he invited 
Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi 
doctors to the UK to cover a shortfall 
in the NHS: 18,000 arrived.”

During this period, old 
Addenbrooke’s was still strategically 
important. In August 1959 an 
Intensive Therapy Unit opened on the 
site followed by an experimental 
Central Sterile Supply Department 
(CSSD) in 1961. 

It may have been housed in a 
single-storey pre-fabricated building, 
and funded with the help of  Nuffield 
Hospital Trust, but the CSSD was the 
first of  its kind and drew many 
important visitors who wanted to 
learn about it. Today CSSDs are 
common and responsible for the 
collection, decontamination, 
assembling, packing, sterilisation, 
storing and distribution of  sterile 
goods and equipment. 

Work on stage two of  new 
Addenbrooke’s should have started 
immediately, but it wasn’t until 
March 1966 that the Board of  
Governors was given the green light 
to enter a contract with construction 
and civil engineering company, John 
Mowlem and Co, and architects, 
Cusdin, Burden & Howitt.

It must have been a coup for the 
companies since it was one of  the 
biggest hospital contracts ever 
carried out in England and cost 
£13million. It was completed six years 
later on time and within budget, 
which was regarded as a minor 
miracle at that time.

The last big project of  the decade 
was the opening of  the new renal 
until which was based in Douglas 
House on Trumpington Road to care 
for patients with kidney problems. It 
was an annex of  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital and was formerly the Stella 
Maris Nursing Home.

Despite the march of  progress 
some nursing staff  had mixed 
feelings about new Addenbrooke’s. 
Betty Crane who worked between 1964 
and 1967 contributed the following to 
the Addenbrooke’s Anecdotes booklet 
by Gill Winser: “There was a great 

feeling of  camaraderie. We knew the 
porters and other staff  by name. As 
the hospital moved to the new and 
became bigger, I think some of  this 
was lost.”

And she recalled at old 
Addenbrooke’s: “There were many 
scary moments during my training – 
particularly on night duty. Many a 
ghost story was told over the 
midnight roast dinner! This left us 
terrified of  entering the linen 
cupboard or sluice for fear of  
encountering one!”

Thea Cockcroft explained how she 
first “became acquainted” with new 
Addenbrooke’s as a night sister in 
1963: “The Accident Service was often 
busy, run off  our feet, but sometimes 
quiet. We sometimes enjoyed visits 
from police on their beats – they 
called in for a cuppa and to exchange 
news. Occasionally the Crime Squad 
detectives called in too; those were 
the days! It was always reassuring to 
know they were about in the 
neighbourhood.”

Other notable events during the 
decade included the world’s first 
heart transplant on December 3,  
1967 in South Africa by Dr Chris 
Barnard.
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